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HelpMatch Vision

Way early draft!!
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Why Should I Listen to 
What I’m about to Hear?

• What would create such compelling 
value, that I would be motivated to 
invest my time and energy to create it?

• Why in a world where there is such 
goodwill and capacity to help, do so 
many needs go unfilled?



2

HelpMatch: http://www.bredemeyer.com/CommunityForums/HelpMatch/HelpMatchIndex.htm 3/8/2007 Slide 3

Finding the Value
that Will Move Me
• It is more meaningful, more compelling to me 

to help, when I have a connection with the 
person I’m helping

• What if there were a way to personalize the 
face of need?
– share the story
– build empathy
– establish trust that the need is real
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The Solution Beckons

• What if there was a straightforward way to match 
help I can give with a need I empathize with?

• What if we could offer a combination of something like
– MySpace

• create help projects, with project web pages/bulletin boards, blogs
– LinkedIn

• leverage personal networks to create awareness of need
• leverage trusted relationships to avoid fraud

– Amazon/Ebay/online CtoC
• virtual catalog of needs
• virtual inventory of donations 
• supply chain coordination

– Plus some matching magic



3

HelpMatch: http://www.bredemeyer.com/CommunityForums/HelpMatch/HelpMatchIndex.htm 3/8/2007 Slide 5

MySpace Concepts

• User generated content 
– Project pages
– Blogs
– Pictures, video

• Social networks
– Spread the word about a project through 

personal invitations
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MySpace Example
Help Find Wade Steffey
• Tell the story

– post text, photos, video
• Profile page used as a “bulletin board”

– post updates
• search announcements
• call for art to auction

• Facilitate networking among helpers
– email
– blog
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Help Find Wade Steffey
What Could HelpMatch Add?

• Coordinate requests and offers to help
– Search parties created

• Post search party dates and numbers
– Post search leaders and territories

– Raise funds for reward
• Take art donations for auction 
• Take cash donations

– Make need fulfillment visible
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HelpMatch: Room to Read
Raise a School Project

Help us Build a School in Nepal

Join mySchool Project

Tell a friend

Find out more
- mySchool blog
- videos and stories
- live chat

What You Can Do
DonateFrom this

Takes this Plus this

The school today the school we ’ll build

the villagers provide labor

$10,000.00

$5,000.00

$7, 199.00

From this to this

Takes this Plus this

The school today the school we ’ll build

the villagers provide labor we fund  the 
construction 
materials

Target
Target
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